Rev. Anthony Fracasso; priest
served in Green Berets, taught

The Rev. Anthony Matthew Fra-
casso, 64, a Roman Catholic priest
for 40 years — 27 years of which

were spent as a Green Beret in the

Army — died Feb. 6, 1987, at Mesa,
Lutheran Hospital.

Father Fracasso, of Mesa, was

born in New Haven, Conn., and

moved to Arizona eight years ago,

from New Jersey. He received a
master of science degree from the
University of Southern California.
For the past eight years, he had
assisted with priestly functions at
Christ the King Catholic Church in
Phoenix.

He was a former teacher at
Gerard High School, a Catholic
school, and retired seven years ago.

Father Fracasso served in the
Army for 27 years as a chaplain
with the Green Berets, or Army
Special Forces. He retired as a
colonel. .

While a Green Beret, he made
162 jumps during the Korean and
Vietnam wars and was awarded an
Army Commendation, the Legion of
Merit Medal and the Meritorious
Service Medal. He received special
commendation from the Jewish
War Veterans for his “outstanding
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service” as an Army chaplain.

Survivors include a sister, Eliz-
abeth Jovanne, and brother, Ray-
mond.

Mass will be celebrated at 7:30
pm. today at Christ the King
Catholic Church, 1545 E. Dana,
Mesa. The Henderson Funeral
Home, Mesa, made arrangements.




